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SOVIET UNION.

The Amerikanisti

Among the foreign observers visit-
ing the U.S. this summer to view the po-
litical scene, onc will look on with par-
ticular fascination. He is u suave, but
tough Russian named Georgy Arbatov,
who knows more about American pol-
_itics than most Americans do and cer-
‘tainly more than any other Soviet
citizen. A Communist Party Central
Committece Tunctionary with a doctor-
ate in political science, Arbatov, 49, is

now the Soviet Union's ranking Amecr-

ica watcher.

As dircctor of the four-year-old
U.S.A. Institute of the Soviet Academy
“of Sciences, Arbatov heads a think tank
of approximately 80 so-called Aineri-

kanisti—the Kremlin's answer to Krem-

linologists. They represent a new breed

of Soviet information specialist who an-

alyze facts rather than churn out propa-
ganda. “We arc neither professional
peacemakers nor professional propa-
gandists,” Arbatov told TIME Corre-
spondent John Shaw in Moscow last
week, as he puffed on a Winston. "We
are Marxists-Leninists, but within that
frame of refercnce there is plenty of
scope for understanding the U.S.”
Housed in a 17th cenfury mansion
just off Kalinin Prospekt, Moscow's
most modern thoroughfare, the U.S.A.
Institute has a collection of 9,000 books
and 10,000 periodicals about America,
-most of which would be proscribed
reading elsewhere in the Soviet Union,
The institute subscribes to 300 U.S. pub-
lications, including the Congressional

Record, and frequently opens its doors
to visiting' Americans for interviews and
round-table discussions. Last week, Ar-
batov had a day of talks at the institute
with Columbia University Kremlinolo-
gist Marshall Shulman, former Paris
Peace Negotiator Cyrus Vance and for-
mer Pan Amcrican Airways President
Najech Halaby.

Arbatov and his staff of thoroughly

modern Marxists carn their keep by
producing position papers for Soviet
policymakers and servicing Soviet tech-
nocrats’ curiosity about the manage-
ment techniques of U.S. business and in-.
dustry. Party Boss l.eonid Brezhnev is
thought to have relied heavily on insti-
tute position papers and briefings when
he prepared to meet Richard Nixon at
the Moscow summit. The institute has
published a book on American research
and development as well as reports on
such subjects as “The Container Revo-
lution in Transport,” “Agricultural Re-
search in the U.S.A.,” and “Psychology
and Cybernetics.” Co '
The institute also publishes a

Approved For Release 2004/10/28 : CI5*BDPES.

oD i

STAT

%

U.S.A. INSTITUTE'S ARBATOV
Thoroughly modern Marxist.

P
monthly journal. USA: Economics, I'ol-, v

itics, ldeology, that offers occasional
translated reprints from the American
press and articles on U.S. affairs by So-
viet America watchers. The reprints are
tendentiously edited to emphasize U.S.
faults, and Soviet contributors faithful-

ly hew the party line. Even so, USA con- -
* tains more information, more sophisti-

cated interpretation and less doctrinaire
doubletalk than any other official Sovi-
ct publication. “Telling and hearing the
truth, as we see it, about the U.S. will not
harm our society,” says Arbatov. Stll,
USA is considered a bit 100 candid for
the masses: it is not sold on any news-'
stand in the US.S.R. Its circulation is
limited to 32,000 copies, mostly among
the country’s political and managerial
leadership.
The Sovict elite has been conspicu-
ously represented among the journal's
contributors as well as among its sub-
scribers. Former President Anastas Mi-
koyan’s son Sergei, Premier Aleksei Ko-
sygin’s daughter Lyudmila Gishiani,
Brezhnev's daughter Galina, and For-
eign Minister Andrei Gromyko’s son
Anatoly have all written on American
aflairs for the institute. A frequent con-
tributor himself, Arbatov may write an
article on the 1972 election, based on his
upcoming trip to the U.S.

The U.S.A. Institute is the only So-
viet research center devoted to the study
of a single country. The Amerikanisti
enjoy increasing influence -and support
among the leadership due to the current
Soviet-American rapprochement. Iron-
ically, Russia’s Amcrica watchers are
prospering just when America’s Russia
watchers fear that their profession is in

- serious trouble. “One difference be-

tween us,” says Arbatov, “is that in
times of bad rclations there is less inter-
est here in the U.S,, but as relations im-
prove there is more interest.” His bud-
get for the institutc has been increased
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